
Sure your company’s new office is an architectural marvel, but some of the 
elements that make it a cool and collaborative space also contribute to making 
it a place where it’s nearly impossible to concentrate without interruptions!

Benches allow you to collaborate with 
your team without having to get up, but 
these workspaces provide no visual or 
acoustic privacy.

We get it – cubicle partitions were ugly and 
blocked out natural light – but they also blocked 
out sound. Without them, expect to hear 
conversations from up to 100 feet away.

Where your office does have walls, they’re often 
made of glass. This is awesome for letting in 
natural light, but not great for absorbing sound. 
Instead, sound literally ricochets off of the glass 
and bounces back into the workspace.

Private conference rooms are becoming a 
thing of the past. Designed for quick, 
standing-only meetings, often times the 
huddle room’s “walls” don’t even go to 
the ceiling deck, causing meetings to be 
overheard by many unintended listeners.

Private offices are disappearing as all but the 
highest C-level executives are relegated to the 
cube farm. Where private offices do exist, they are 
often being designed without doors to foster a 
more egalitarian environment.

As real estate costs skyrocket, companies 
need to maximize space as much as possible. 
That means fitting more people (along with 
their voices) into a smaller space.

Work hard, play hard, right? To recruit the best 
talent companies often want to appeal to a 
millennial’s fun side and offer them places to 
hang out with colleagues. As a result the game 
room and the lounge are often incorporated 
right into the workspace.

How Your Modern Open Office is 
Destroying Your Concentration

1

2

4

5

6

7

cambridgesound.com

3

1 Huddle rooms

3 Lots of glass

4 Benching

5 Low or no partitions

2 Common areas galore

7 Open door policy6 Where did all these people come from?

Next Generation Sound Masking


